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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
v SU3MI So I ON" AFTER F I 01 NG OF ' AX ~AP PL I CAT 1 ON 
BUT BEFORE FINAL REUECTIOX OR NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE 
OR CCNCURF. ENT 0 Y WITH A RULE 53(d) CPA APPLICATION 
(OR WITH A RULE 1.114 RCE APPLICATION) 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 2 013 1 



March 29, 2 0 02 



Sir : 



Pursuant to V/ C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, applicant (s) hereby 
submit (s) an Inf c rr.at ion Disclosure Statement for consideration 
by the Examiner. 

I. LIST OF PATENTS , PUBLICATIONS OR OTHER INFORMATION 

The patents, publications, or other information submitted 
for consideration by the Office are listed on the PTO-I449(s) / 
attached heret d . 

II. COPIES oner-; ar least one box' 



□ 



Submitted herew.it:: is a ^u;me oo 
U.S. and foreign patent; oh each 



:auseo it to 



ocme or a ; . 
14 4 7 are :: 

a readv r e i n t he LTO 



t tne documents 

eric I used bee ruse \ hey were e : t ed i u 

t on ccmues sh.oulvi 
- ;• ^ p ] p s i. r e u f j i ' d ( ■ a , 



e . 



V l O • i S e 



; uiae r s : a:;ed 



DOCUMENTS IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 



The attached patents 
1 n f o r ma t i on i n the 
require a statement of 

DOCUMENTS NOT IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

A concise explanation of the relevance of all 
patents, publications, or other information 
listed that is not In the English language is as 

f Ol lows : 

Those documents not in the English language have 
an English Language Abstract attached hereto, 
thereby satisfying the relevancy requirement. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE SEARCH REPORT 

An English language version of the search report 
or action that, indicates trie degree of relevan::e 
found by the foreign office is attached, thereby 
satisfying the requirement for a concise 
explanation. See MPEP 609(A) (3) . 

OTHER 

Trie following additional information is provided 
t :r the Examiner 1 s cons iderat ion . 



English language do 
relevancy . 



:eck ore box' 



3 7 



within three moiitris or the tiding iate c a 
national application (37 Z.F.R. §1.97 b)(l>;. No 
fee or statement is required. .This section is 
net to be used with RCS 1 s and 7 DA ho . 

within three mcnths of the date of entry of the 



nu i xUia. 



stage as 



l: 



nternat icnal 



it tort n 
appl icat icn 



5 1 . ? '7 ( hi ) ( 2 ) ; . ho fee or statement 



§ ..4;e in an 
(37 C.F.R. 
i s ream red . 



; ..... l L *r . 1 . 



a 



Prosecution Application under 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(d) 
L-r concurrently with the filing of a Request for 
Continued Examination under § 1.114 (57 C.F.R. 
1.97(b) ;4)>. No fee or statement is required. 

before the mailing date of a first Action on one 
merits (37 C.F.R. § 1 . 97 (b) ( 3 > ) . No fee or 
sc at erne nt is required . 

In the event that a first Office Act icn on the 
merits has been issued, please consider this IDS 
under 2 7 C . F . R . S 1.97 [c ■ and see the statement 
unde r 3 7 C . F . R . § 1.97(e) be 1 ow , or, if no 
statement has been made, charge cur deposit 
. . -oint in the amount of $180.00 as required by 



■: . f . r 



7( F ) . 



IS IDS IS BEING _FILEL CNDER 17 C_.F_._R. J 1_._9 7 (cj =. 

he c'o one box' 



§ : . : : 3 h;ee ^ 
date o: a No: 
;S-e 3 7 C.F.R. g 

he statement; the re f o re, a 

or 

See the statement below, ho fee is required. 
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VI. STATEMENT UNDER 3 n C.E.R. § 1.97 ie 

Toe undersigned hereby s:a:..es tuiat 

a. □ 



^HSCK Oil- 



orie :.:cx 



□ 



□ 



eacn c: 
first cited 
Patent Off; 
aop L icat ion r 
the filma cf 



i:ir orta: ten cc::::n::ea in tne 
m any ccttum cation iron a 
ce in a count erpart 
ot more than three 
this ITS; or 



>re i gi 



onths prio] 



:io iterr of in format ion contained in the IDS was 
cited iii a cc mmunicat ion fr:m a foreign latent 
Office in a counterpart foreign application, and, 



the knowl edqe 



r tie pe rs:: 



signing tne 



rert if icat icn nf t; 



:er Taking reasonable inquiry, nc 
was known re any individual 
designated :n :7 T.F.R. § l.Thc) mere than three 
months prior tc the filing of the IDS. 

Some of the items of information were cited in a 
communication from a foreign Patent Office. As to 
this information, the _;ndersigned states thar 
earn item of information contained in tne IDS was 
ritei in a cr mmuni ration from a foreign Patent 
IT f ice in a counterpart fr-reign application not 
more than three; months pricr to the filing of 
this ID'S. As tr the remaining information, the 
undersigned hereby states that no item of this 
remaining information contained in the IDS was 
rired in a communication, from a foreign Patent 
Office m a counterpart foreign application and, 
: :> the best of my knowledge arter making 
reas oiuiijie iiyuiy, was o: o;;: r o any individual 
designated m V' C.F.R. S lT6;c) more than three 
months prior t: the filing of this statement. 



VII . PAYMENT 



□ A check in the amount 
T . r . R . § 1 . 17 .p) is euc 



: $ 1 c- 0 . 0 j as re qui re a oy j < 
)sed for the above - ideut. i f led 



Please charge Deposit Account No. PP 244S ::: toe 
amount » ecu ired ny 3 7 P . P . R . § t . I oo'' 1 t or the above - 
indicated ' fee. A* triplicate copy of this paper is 
at f a cried . 



□ 



No : ee : s ro-qu : red 



at,;-; . x, . ic/oc-,-, 



If toe Examiner has any questions concerning cms - / 
he/she is requested :c contact the undersigned. If it is 
determined that this IDS has been filed under the wrong rule, 
-"-n t>~o us reauest ed to ccnsider this LhS under the proper rule 
and charge tne appropriate fee to Deposit Account No. 02-2443. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized m 
this, concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or 
credit anv overpayment to Deposit Account Mo. 02-244 3 for any 
additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under § 1.17; 
particularly, extension of time fees. 

Re spec t f u 1 1 y submi 1 1 ed , 

BIRCH , STEWART, KOLAS CH & BIRCH, LLP 



■y^fet OQ ji 

Terrell C. Birch", #19 , 3 8 2 
P.O. Box 74 7 

TCB/RWD/ndb Falls Church, VA 22040-0747 

1248-0 _74 P-SP (703) 205-6000 

Enclosures : 0 PTO- 144 9 

£T] Documents 

□ Foreign Search Report 

□ Fee 

□ Cm her: 
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